
Sexual violence
Recognising behaviours of sexual violence  
within intimate partner relationships

Sexual violence occurs across three categories:  
stranger, aquaintance and intimate partner…

Intimate Partner  
Sexual Violence  

(IPSV)

Engagement  
with  

non-consensual  
sexual acts

• Sexual assault

• Sexual coercion

• Unwanted penetrative sexual acts

• Rape

Forced  
sexual activity

• Unwanted non‑penetrative sexual acts

• Forced grabbing or fondling

• Sexual violence with masturbation

Sexual  
abuse

• Emotional blackmail

• Controlling sexual health

• Threats to comply

• Reproductive abuse/control

Sexual  
jealousy

• Accusations of infidelity

• Obsessive jealousy

• Possessiveness

Adapted from: Bagwell‑Gray, M. E. (2019). Women’s Experiences of Sexual Violence in Intimate Relationships: Applying a New Taxonomy.  
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 36(13–14), 13–39. https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260519827667

For further information refer to: Domestic and Family Violence Death Review and Advisory Board (2024). Intimate partner sexual violence case 
review: System issue report. www.coronerscourt.qld.gov.au/dfvdrab/reports-research-and-data

If you are in immediate danger, phone the police on Triple Zero (000)

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0886260519827667
https://www.coronerscourt.qld.gov.au/dfvdrab/reports-research-and-data


Ways you can access support
• Reporting via Policelink .............................................................................................131 444

• DVConnect Womensline ................................................................................. 1800 811 811

• DVConnect Mensline ......................................................................................1800 600 636

• 1800 RESPECT .....................................................................................................1800 737 732

• Rainbow Sexual, Domestic and Family Violence  
Helpline ..................................................................................................................1800 497 212

• Access the Queensland Police Service domestic violence portal at:  
www.police.qld.gov.au/domestic-violence 

• Smartphone users can access the Be There app, a bystander 
empowerment tool which provides information and resources at:  
https://bethereapp.com.au

If you are in immediate danger, phone the police on Triple Zero (000)

https://www.police.qld.gov.au/domestic-violence
https://bethereapp.com.au/
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