
A safer way forward for the 

family law system

Family courts are 

domestic and family violence courts

Domestic and Family Violence (DFV) is about gaining or keeping power and control 

over another family member causing fear and intimidation and includes a range of 

different forms of abuse. Victims of DFV turn to the family courts for protection but 

perpetrators can use the law and court systems to further abuse and control their 

victims.

A system overhaul is required to one that adopts a risk and safety focus. A reformed 

system that better holds perpetrators to account will de-incentive their use of 

litigation to protect children and adult victims from ongoing violence, including 

financial abuse.

The family court system’s important role in DFV prevention needs to be recognised at 

a legislative, policy and political level. It plays an important and unique role in 

stopping violence against women and children. This is because perpetrators will not 

change if they are rewarded with custody of children when allegations of violence 

and abuse (including sexual abuse) are raised or if the court and other outcomes allow 

them to “win” financially. Any reform that does not prioritise DFV is dangerous to 

women and children.

54%

85%

report physical violence.

report emotional abuse.
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(It is highly probable these statistics are an under report)

Among parents who use courts to resolve parenting issues



A safer way

forward for

the family

law system 

Better decision

making for child and

adult survivors of

domestic and family

violence (DFV).

Safer orders and

agreements 

Holding perpetrators

accountable for their

violence.

One user-centred, 

specialist Family and 

FDV Court

Develop a specialist

consistent approach to 

 DFV cases in family law

system  with

standardised triage and a

new risk and safety focus

Implement DFV 

informed laws and case 

management 

systems that are appropriate,

flexible and keep

perpetrators accountable

Implement a

coordinated State and

Federal approach to the

investigation of child

abuse and DFV against

children, post separation

Commit to continuous

improvement by building

greater accountability at

all stages of the system

Outcomes

Safer parenting orders

More equitable financial settlements

Orders that are more sustainable long term

Decreased litigation through more specialist

diversionary programs that resolve disputes

with a focus on safety at an earlier stage and

improved case management that limits

systems and financial abuse by perpetrators.


