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Women are at greater risk of 

family, domestic and sexual 

violence. 1 in 6 women have 

experienced physical and/or 

sexual violence by a current or 

previous partner. 1 in 4 women 

have experienced emotional 

abuse by a current or previous 

partner.

Violent intimate 

partners who have 

access to firearms 

engage in more severe 

domestic violence than 

those who do not.
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Gunshot wounds are the 

third most common 

cause of death for 

Australian victims of 

domestic homicide.
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Female gun homicides 

significantly declined in 

Australia after 1996 gun 

law reforms.
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2. Gun use in domestic 

violence homicide is still

 common

1. Domestic violence is 

a gendered crime
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3. Female gun homicides 

reduced after 1996 gun 

reforms

4. Rural, regional and 

remote women are at 

increased risk

Higher rates of gun 

ownership in non-urban 

communities is a serious 

concern of survivors of 

domestic and family 

violence and increases 

"women's vulnerability to 

serious harm and death".

US research shows more 

than 50% of mass shootings 

between 2009 and 2014 

were preceded by the 

perpetrator’s murder of an 

intimate (ex) partner or 

family member. 16% of the 

attackers had been charged 

with domestic violence.

6. Mass shooting perpetrators 

often share a history of 

violence against women

Women whose abusers 

use or threaten to use a 

weapon are 20 times 

more likely to be killed.

5. Access to firearms is associated with more serious 

domestic violence
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Any watering down of gun laws will put the lives of 

women and children living with domestic violence at risk.



Maria’s story

"During our relationship, my ex was violent. I endured emotional, sexual and financial 
abuse. He isolated me from my family and friends. He would say things to me like 'you’re 

nothing' 'no one will believe you' and called me an 'ugly bitch'. This was my reality.
 

After I left with my young son, he would drive past our house, sit out the front in his car, 
let himself into the house and come into my room as he was jealous and convinced I was 

seeing others. Me and my son moved house four times but each time he found us. It didn’t 
stop him intimidating us.

 
I knew he had access to guns. He threatened to shoot me, my son and then himself so he 

wouldn’t have to serve any jail time. He told me he had been gun shopping for a bigger gun 
to carry out these threats.

We continue to live in fear every day."

Anne's Story

"My now ex had always had an interest in guns and had learned to shoot from a very 
young age. He had won a number of awards for being a 'good shot'. When he obtained a 

gun licence and started collecting guns and was constantly looking at purchasing new 
guns, I didn't really think much about it. We had a safe installed in the house, in line with 

the legislation. I didn't have access to the gun safe and the ammunition was kept separate 
from the fire arms. He would go to the shooting range regularly and during our marriage 

never threatened me with them or anyone else…until I left.
 

After I left he started tracking my phone, began turning up at my house in the early hours 
of the morning and set a range up under our house where he would practice shooting with 

an air rifle. He told me he wanted to keep me in a cage. That he wouldn't hurt me, but 
eventually I would see it was better to stay with him. I felt scared. When I began dating 

someone else, he once described how he had 'dreamt' about standing in the house across 
from my new partner’s and using a rifle. I was really scared because he provided an 

accurate description of my new partner’s house. He had been watching us."


