
WOMEN'S LEGAL SERVICE

Five step plan to safety for 

Qld women and children

In 2016/17 WLSQ assisted 11,500 women across Queensland. Half of these clients 

reside outside of the Brisbane metropolitan area. Disturbingly, 55% of clients identify 

as being at immediate risk of future violence and due to overwhelming demand 

only 43% of calls to our Helpline are able to be answered. 

As a frontline, community legal service provider, and through client experience 

WLSQ have identified service gaps and needs for vulnerable women that have 

informed the five step plan. 

We believe the prevention of violence against women and children is a bi-partisan 
issue requiring an ongoing commitment from all sides of parliament. 

Women’s Legal Service Queensland (WLSQ) are calling 

on political parties to support a five step plan to safety 

for Queensland women and children affected by 

domestic violence and sexual violence. 



An independent review of criminal laws and processes related to domestic and 

sexual violence to ensure greater responsiveness to victims that draws on the 

experience and expertise of other jurisdictions, both nationally and internationally. 

A range of issues could be considered by the review, for example: 

The use of domestic violence and sexual violence experts in criminal trials 

Separate legal representation for victims 

The adequacy of current laws 

The treatment of consent in sexual violence crimes 

The plan

1. Review criminal law and processes in relation to domestic and sexual 

violence. 

2. Develop a Queensland Sexual Violence Prevention Plan 

3. Provide increased support to victims of domestic and sexual violence in 

criminal matters 

4.The need for a Specialist Victim’s Legal Response Program 

5. Fully fund and provide funding certainty for specialist legal services for 

vulnerable women 

That the Queensland Government develop a Sexual Violence Prevention Plan as part 

of the broader Queensland Violence against Women Prevention Plan 2016–22, similar to 

the approach taken in New South Wales 

(https://www.women.nsw.gov.au/violence_prevention/nsw-sexual-assault-strategy), 

to better understand the current system, ideas for reform to increase reporting rates, 

victims safety and justice and perpetrator accountability. Currently there is no Sexual 

Violence Prevention Plan in Queensland. 

Provide funded support to victims of domestic and sexual violence in the criminal 

process from specialised social workers and support workers. 

Establish and fund a specialist victim’s legal response program to provide legal 

assistance, information and advocacy for victims of domestic violence and sexual 

violence involved in the criminal justice process. 

Fully fund all Women’s Legal Service and other legal services providing specialist 

legal assistance and representation to vulnerable women, including ATSI Women’s 

Legal Services so that no woman is turned away because of funding shortfalls. Also, 

provide future funding certainty to ensure access to all women and children at risk 

of domestic violence or sexual violence obtain the legal support they deserve to 

achieve safety. 


